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PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION. 

Thb opinion having been very generally expressed that 
an Index of Authors and Titles was essential in a work of 
reference such as the present, the author gladly avails 
himself of the opportunity (so soon given !) to remedy the 
defect in this respect. As regards the List itself, some 
mistakes of spelling, &c., have been corrected, but no 
attempt has been made to add fresh examples. In the two 
or three months since preparation, very few noticeable 
historical romances have appeared ; should, however, the 
kind reception given to the little volume on its first appear- 
ance be extended to it in this slightly enlarged form — ^thus 
admitting of still further revision — every effort will be made 
to keep the List as up-to-date as possible. 

Several of the minor criticisms which have been passed 
on the author's method scarcely call for notice, but some- 
thing may, perhaps, be said in regard to two objections 
which have been made. Firstly, a misunderstanding seems 
to have prevailed in certain quarters over the *^ Suggested 
Courses of Reading {Juvenih)** These were drawn up pri- 
marily with a view to assist Parents and Teachers who 
might wish to know of likely books dealing with the various 
English Reigns; it never occurred to the compiler that 
such *' suggested courses " would be taken as dictating to 
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young people what they should read! Secondlyi it has 
been urged that the List is too comprehensive (though, it 
should be mentioned, this very feature of indusiveness has 
been specially commended in other critical quarters). In 
the early stages of compilation a much more restricted 
method was adopted, but, in deference to opinions expressed 
on the part of Educational and other authorities, besides a 
growing conviction on the compiler's own part, the List 
was greatly expanded* It was specially implied that the 
term *' best " was to be taken in the sense of ** best available " 
for the several sections, and the choice was made with a 
due regard to varieties of taste, &c. Certainly it was no- 
where hinted (as one reviewer seemed to suggest) that 
writers like James, Ainsworth, Grant, &c., were to be 
classed among *• best authors " — indeed, the very contrary 
was asserted in the Introduction itself. To anyone calling 
in question the claim made for the List, that it is sekct and 
something more than a mere Catalogue, at least one very 
simple test may be suggested ; let such a sceptical reader 
compare the list here offered with that compiled by Mr. 
Bowen, and he will find that, of the 1160 or so books given 
in the latter, not more than about 2^0 reappear. 

That the " Guide " has proved of use to some may be 
inferred from the fact that a new edition is called for within 
so short a time. It has been stated in one quarter that the 
idea of the book was praiseworthy enough, but impossible 
to carry out ; may not the old saying — solvitur amhulando — 
be, to some extent, applied here ? 

J. N. 

July, 1902. 



INTRODUCTION. 

It is not proposed, in these preliminary remarks, to sketch, 
in detail the origin and growth of the Historical Novel ; 
this has already been amply done by Professor Saintsbnry 
and others. I shall be content to approach the subject on 
its general side, ojBfering, at the same time, some critical 
suggestions which will, I hope, not be without value ta 
readers of Romance. 
^s> But, first of all, I must explain how the List which 
follows came to be compiled, and the object I have in 
offering it. For many years I have been an assiduous 
reader of novels and tales in which the historical element 
appeared, supplementing my own reading in this direction 
by a careful study of all that I could find in the way of 
Criticism on such works and their writers. Only in this 
way could I venture on a selection involving a survey 
of several thousand volumes I With the above under- 
standing, I can say that no book has been inserted 
without some reason, while I have made all possible effort 
to obtain accuracy of description. And this leads me to 
remark, that just in this process of selection do I claim 
originality for my List. Nearly twenty years ago an 
excellent ** Descriptive Catalogue of Histcuical Novels and 
Talea^" was published; Mr. H. Cotuthope Bowen was 



the compiler,* and I would here mention my indebtedness 
to him. In Mr. Bowen's list, however, one finds good and 
bad alike — all the works of even such moderately endowed 
writers as G. P. R. James, Ainsworth, Grant, &c., are there 
set down. It seemed to me that, not only was there room 
for a new list of Historical Novels (Stevenson, Marion 
CrawfQrd, Conan Doyle, Weyman, Mason, and a nimiber 
of more or less capable romandsts having come forward in 
the last twenty years), but, also, that more than ever was 
there a need for some sort of clue in the search for such 
books. In the last year or two there has been an almost 
alarming influx in this department of Fiction, and teachers 
in schools, besides readers in general, may be glad to be 
saved a somewhat tedious investigation. 

Having thus attempted to justify the existence of my 
little *' Guide,'* I pass on to deal with the subject of 
Historical Fiction itself. Most of us, I suppose, at one 
time or another have experienced a thrill of interest when 
some prominent personage, whom we knew well by repute, 
came before us in the flesh. We watched his manner, and 
noted all those shades of expression which in another's 
countenance we should have passed by unheeded. Well, 
it seems to me that, parallel with this experience, is that 
which we gain, when, reading some first-rank romance, we 
encounter in its pages a figure with which History has made 
us more or less familiar. And I would remark that the 
great masters do not, as a rule, make that mistake which 
less skilful writers fall into— the mistake of introducing 
well-known historical figures too firequently. The Crom- 

* ^ A Detcripthre Catalogue of Hiftorical Noveb and Tales, for the 
use of School Librariet and Teachers of Hlstoffy," compiled and described 
bjr H Cottithope Bowen, M.A. (Edward Stanford, iSSa.) 



wen of ** Woodstock ** has an element of mystery about 
him, even while he stands out before our mental vision in 
bold relief. Had Scott brought him more prominently into 
the plot, and thus emphasized the fictional aspect of his 
figure, our interest in the story, as such, might have been 
sustained, but we should have lost that atmosphere of 
vraisimblance which, under a more careful reserve, the hand 
of the master has wrought for us» 

But it is not only this introduction of personalities 
which constitutes a novel ** historical** ; the mere allusion 
to real events, or the introduction of dates, may give us 
sufficient ground for identifying the period with which a 
novel deals. Of course the question as to whether a par- ' 
ticular person or event is truly hisUmcatt is not always an 
easy one to answer. By the adaptation in it of some purely 
mythical character or event, a novel is no more constituted 
** historical ** than is a Fairy-tale by the adaptation of folk- 
lore. King Arthur and Robin Hood are unhistorical, and, 
if I have ventured to insert in my list certain tales which 
deal with the latter, it is not on thai account, but because 
other figures truly historical {e.g.f Richard I.) appear. As 
there has been some dispute on tliis question of the His- 
torical Novel proper, I offer the following definition : — ^A 
Novel is rendered Histmcal by the introduction of dates, 
personages, or events, to which identification can be readily 
given. I am quite aware that certain well-known novels 
which give the genend attmtspken of a pmod — such, for 
example, as Hawthorne's *^ Scarlet Letter " and Mr. Hew- 
lett's ** Forest Lovers **— do not come within the scope of 
my definition ; but this is just why I have added a ** Sup- 
plementary List '* of semi-historical tales. And, while I 
am alluding to this ** Supplementary List,*' I should like to 



pve my reason for omittii^ from it ooe remarkable boolc 
which has every claim to be coimdered representative of 
the mid-nineteenth century. Readers of " John Inglesant " 
may be reminded that in his interesting pre&ce Mr. Short- 
house aUiKjes to William Smith's philosophical novel— 
** Thomdale," As a [«cture of Thought developments in 
the early Victorian period, the latter work has special 
historical interest for the philosophical and theological 
student ; tn this respect it may be likened to Pater's 
" Marius the Epicurean," which vividly reproduces the 
Intellectual ferment of an earlier age. '* Thomdale," how* 
ever, is primarily iidaetk, and the philosophical dialogues 
(interesting as these are to the metaphysician) hardly atone 
to the general reader for an almost entire ateence of plot. 
The above is, doubtless, an altogether extreme instance, 
but the exclusion of several other works from the cat^ory 
of Romance seems to follow on something like the same 
grounds. Becker's " Charicles " and " Gallus " are little 
more than school textbooks, while, turning to a less 
scholarly quarter, Ainsworth's " Preston Fight," and even 
his better-known "Guy Fawkes," may be cited as illus- 
trating what Mr. Shorthouse means when he speaks of 
novels " in which a small amount of fiction has been intro- 
duced simply for the purpose of relating History." In all 
such cases the average novel-reader feels that he has been 
allured on bUsa pretences. I am well aware that not a few 
of the books included in my List might be considered to 
iaM under the same ban, but I think it will be fisund that in 
most of them there is at least a fair attempt to arouse narra- 
tive interest. 

Coming to the List itself, it will be noticed that I have 
been somewhat sparing m the books given under the "Pre- 



Christian ** heading. Novels dealing with these very Ear-off 
times are apt to be unsatis£actory ; the mist in which events 
and personages are enveloped, takes away from that appear' 
anu of reality which is the great charm of the historical 
noveL We are hardly concerned, in reading ** Sarchedon ** 
and similar books, to get away from the purely imaginary 
pictures which spring from the Novelist's own brain, and 
the danger is that the very elements which add to our 
interest in the tale as suck^ will go far to mislead us in our 
conception of the period dealt with. There is none of that 
sense of familiarity which we enjoy when reading a sixteenth 
or seventeenth century romance; in the latter case, the 
historical background, being easily perceptible, merges for 
us with the creations of the author's own imagination. 
Where the writer of an *' ancient" romance happens to be a 
scholar like Ebers, we feel that — so far at least as historical 
presentment goes — ^we cannot be far wrong, but the com* 
bination of great scholarship and narrative capacity is, alas» 
too rare ! 

I have likewise refrained from giving many tales deal* 
ing with Early-Christian times. We are here, it must be 
admitted, on controversial ground, and under the First 
Century heading I have endeavoured to insert romances of 
the highest quality only. For instance, I think that Dr. 
Abbott's ** Philochristus " and Wallace's " Ben Hur " ought 
to satisfy two different types of readers. And this is the 
place, doubtless, to say that in my lists will be found books 
of widely differing merit and aim. School teachers, and 
others in like capacity, will easily discriminate between 
authors suitable for juvenile or untrained tastes, and authors 
whose appeal is specially to those of maturer thought and 
experience* Differing as much in method and style as in 



chdce of period and character type» Thackeray's ** Vanity 
Fair ** and George Eliot's '< Romola '* have at least this in 
common— >they require a very high degree of intelligence 
for their due appreciation. Who, among those of us with 
any knowledge of such works, would dream of recommend- 
ing them to a youthful reader fresh from the perusal of 
Miss Yonge's «< Little Duke,*' or Captain Marryatt's 
<< Children of the New Forest"? 

Naturally in a list of this kind there is bound to be 
very great inequality; certain periods have been wholly 
ignored by writers (d the first rank, while in others we have 
something like an iwibarras de richsss. Consequently, I have 
been compelled, here and there, to insert authors of only 
mediocre merit. In other cases, again, I have not hesitated 
to omit works by writers of acknowledged position when 
these have seemed below the author's usual standard, 
and where no gap had to be filled. I would instance the 
James II. — ^William III. period. Here Stanley Weyman 
and '* Edna Lyall" might have been represented, but, there 
being no dearth pf good novels dealing with both the above 
reigns, I did not deem it advisable to call in these popular 
writers at the point which has been very generally con* 
sidered their lowest. I mention this to show that omisdons 
do not necessarily mean ignorance, though, in covering such 
an immense ground, I cannot doubt that romances worthy 
of a place in my list have been overlooked. 

I think many will be surprised to find how large a 
proportion of our best writers (English and American) 
have entered the domain oi Historical or Semi-Historical 
Rcmiance. Scott, Thackeray, Dickens, George Eliot, 
Charlotte Bronte, George Meredith, R. L. Stevenson, 
Hawthorne, Peacock, Charles Kingsley, Henry Kingsley,^ 



Charles Reade, Anthony Trollope, Mrs. Gaskell, Walter 
Besant, Lytton, Disraeliy J. H. Newman, J. A. Froude, 
and Walter Pater — these are a few of the names which 
appear in the following pages; while Tolstoy, Dumas, 
Balzac, George Sand, Victor Hugo, De Vigny, Prosper 
M^rim^, Flaubert, Th^of^e Gautier, Freytag, Scheffel, 
Hauff, Auerbach, Manzoni, Perez Gald6s, Merejkowski, 
Topelius, Sienkiewicz, uid Jokai are, perhaps, the chief 
amongst those representing Literatures other than our own. 
••The Last Days of Pompeii," ♦•The Gladiators," 
••Hypatia/* "Harold," «« Ivaghoe," "The Talisman," 
" Maid Marian," " The Last of the Barons," " Quentin 
Durward," "Romola," "The Cloister and the Hearth," 
•*In the Palace of the King," "Westward Hoi", "Kenil* 
worth," " The Chaplct of Pearls," "A Gentleman <rf France," 
"John Inglesant," "The Three Musketeers," "Twenty 
Years After," " Woodstock," " Peveril of the Peak," " Old 
Mortality," " The Betrothed Lovers" ('*IPrmem Sposi*% 
" Loma Doone," " The Refugees," " In the Golden Days, 
^ The Courtship of Morice Buckler," " Dorothy Forster, 
" The Men of the Moss Hags," " Esmond," " The Vir- 
ginians," " Heart of Midlothian," " Waverlcy," "The Master 
of Ballantrae," " Kidnapped," " Catriona," " The Chaplain 
of the Fleet," "The Seats of the Mighty," "Bamaby 
Rudge," " A Tale of Two Cities," " War and Peace"— what 
visions do these mere titles arouse within many of us I 
And, though most of the books given in my list cannot be 
described in the same glowing terms as the masterpieces 
just named, yet many "nests of pleasant thoughts " may be 
formed through their companionship. 

Hitherto allusion has been mainly in the direction of 
modim authors, and I woukl now say a word or two in 



fft 



regard to those of an earlier period who are also represented. 
Defoe, Fielding, Richardson, Goldsmith, Smollett, Frances 
Burney, Samuel Lover, John Gait, Maria Edgeworth, 
Susan Ferrier, William Godwin, Mary Shelley, Fennimore 
Cooper, J. G. Lockbart, Logh Hunt, Tfaos. Moore, Harriet 
Martioeau, J. I*. Motley, Horace Smith, Charles Lever, 
Meadows Taylor, and Wm. Carleton, — these (in greater or 
less d^ee) notable names were bound to have a place ; and, 
coming to less distinguished writers, I may mention the 
brothers Banim, Gerald Griffin, Mrs. S. C. Hall, Lady 
Morgan, the sisters Porter, W. G. Simms, George Croly, 
Albert Smith, G. R. Gleig, W. H. Maxwell, Sir Arthur 
Helps, Eliot Warburton, Lewis Wingfield, Thomas Miller, 
0. Maclarlane, Grace Aguilar, Anne Manning, and Eouna 
Robinson (author of « Whitefriars "). To G. P. R. James, 
Harrison Ainsworth, and James Giant I have previously 
alluded. It has been my endeavour to choose the beat 
examples of all the above-named novelists— a task rendered 
specially difficult in some cases by the fact of immense lite- 
rary output. Doubtless not a few of the works so chosen are 
open to criticism, but they will at least serve to illustrate 
certain stages in the growth of Historical Romance. With 
the exclusion of Mrs. Radcliffe, Mrs. Marsh, Mrs. Gore, 
L^y Bles^ngton, Lady Fullerton, Mrs. Bray, and Mrs. 
Child, few will, I imagine, find ia.\ilt ; but writers like Miss 
Tucker (A. U O. E.) and Miss Emily Holt still find so 
many readers in juvenile quarters, that it has required a 
certain amount of courage to place them also on my Indett 
Sxpurgatorita t Turning once again to writers of the sterner 
sex, I have ruled out C. R. Maturin, G. W. M. Reynolds* 
and Pierce Egan, Junr.; and (quitting the "sensational" 
for tbo "mildly entertaining") out of the Rev. J. M. Meale's- 



many historical tales I have selected only one— ^ Theodora 
Phranza/* whichy besides being well written, has the merit 
of dealing with a somewhat neglected period. Stories 
possessing a background of History are to be found in 
** Tales from Blackwood," as also in *^ Wilson's Tales of 
the Borders,** but their extremely slight character seemed 
scarcely to justify insertion ; while not even the high literary 
position attained by him on other grounds reconciled me to 
either of Allan Cunningham's novels — ** Sir Michael Scott" 
and " Paul Jones." 

Of the Foreign novelists appearing in my list, several 
have been already named, but Marchese D'Azeglio, F. D. 
Guerrazzi, Cesare Cantii, "W. Alexis" (G. Hftring), H« 
Laube, Louise MuUbach (Klara M. Mundt), Nicolas J6sika, 
Viktor Rydberg, Hendrik Conscience, Xavier B. Saintine, 
Am6d6e Achard, and ** Erckmann-Chatrian " here call for 
notice as not coming under strictly Contemporary dassifi* 
cation. I would forestall the criticism that two writers 
have been passed over whose fame is greater than any of 
those just mentioned, viz. : ** Stendhal " (Henri Beyle) and 
Alplumse Daudet. Beyle's **La Chartreuse de Parme,*^ 
though containing the oft-praised account of Waterloo, is fiur 
more Psyckohgical than Historical; and Daudet's ** Robert 
Helmont," while it depicts (under Diary form) certain as- 
pects of the Franco •German War, has hardly any plot 
running through it. As the Waterloo and Franco-German 
War periods were amply illustrated in numerous other 
novels of more assured suitability, I had the less hesitation 
in deciding against the two world just named. In the selec- 
tions from Fordgn Historical Fiction nothing mxxce has been 
attempted than to include the leading examples ; most of 
these, it will be found, have been translated into English* 
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Before leaimg the subject of older writers, it may be 
mentioned that not a few of the works chosen to represent 
them are, at the moment, imi offrimt. To anyone objecting 
that something ought to have been done to indicate this in 
each separate case, I would urge that the *' out of print '* 
line can never be drawn with precision in view of con st ant 
reprints as well as of further extinctions. 

Perhaps this introduction may be most fitly concluded 
by something in the nature of apology for Historical Ro- 
mance itself. Not only has fault been found with the 
deficiencies of unskilled authors in that department, but the 
question has been asked by one or two critics oi standing— 
What right has the Historical Novel to $xkt aiattf More 
often than not, it is pointed out, the Romandst gives us a 
mass of inaccuracies, which, while they mislead the ignorant 
(ia.t the majority ?), are an unpardonable oflfanoe to the 
historically-minded reader. Moreover, the writer of such 
Fiction, though he be a Thackeray ox a Scott, cannot sur- 
mount barriers which are not merely hard to scale, but 
absolutely impassabU. The spirit of a period is like the self- 
hood of a human being — something that cannot be handed 
on ; try as we may, it is impossible for us to breathe the 
atmosphere of a bygone time, since all those thousand-and*' 
one details which went to the building up of both individual 
and general experience, can never be reproduced. We 
contider (say) the Eighteenth Century, from the purely 
Historical standpoint, and, while we do so, are under no 
delusion as to our limitations ; we know that a few of the 
leading personages and events have been brought before us 
in a more or less disjointed fashion, and are perfectly aware 
that there is room for much discrepancy between the /j^^iMVf 
so presented to us (be it with immense skill) and the Mdnal 
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pu^ as they took place ia such and such a year. 6ut» goes 
on the objector, in the case o| a Historical Romance we 
allow ourselves to be hoodwinked, for, under the influence 
of a pseudo-historic security, we seem to watch the real 
sequence of events in so fiaur as these afifect the characters 
an whom we are interested* How we seem to livi in those 
early years of the Eighteenth Century, as we follow Henry 
Esmond from vcmX to pQint, and yet, in truth, we are 
breathing not the atmosphere of Addison and Steele, but 
the atmosphere created by the brilliant Nineteenth Century 
Novelist, partly out gf bis erudite conception of a fDrmer 
period, and partly out of the emotions and thoughts engen- 
dered by that vtty mviramtniii wUch was his oumt and from 
which he could not escape I 

Well, to all such criticisms it seems to me there are 
ample rejoinders. In the first place it must be remembered 
that History itself possesses interest for us more as the 
un&lding of certain moral and mental developments than 
as the mere enumeration of facts. Of course, I am aware 
that the ideal oi the Historian is Truth utterly r^[ardless 
of prejudice and inclination, but, as with all other human 
ideals, this one is never fiilly realised, and there is ever that 
discrepancy between Fact and its Narration to which I just 
ngw alluded. Tliis being so, I would ask— Is not the writer 
of Fiction justified in emphasising those elements ot History 
which have a bearing on life and character in general? 
There is, doubtless, a wise and an unwise method of proce- 
dure. One novelist, in the very e£fort to be accurate, 
produces a work which — ^being neither History nor Fiction — 
as dmply dull ; while another, who has gauged the true 
relation between fact and imagination, knows better than 
to bring into prominence that which should remain only as 



a haekgromid. After all, there are certain root motives and 
principles which, though they vary indefinitely in thdr 
application, underlie Human Conduct, and are common to 
all ages alike. Given a fiurly accurate knowledge as regards 
the general history of any period, combined with some 
investigation into its spedal manners and customs, there is 
no reason why a truly imaginative novelist should not pro- 
duce a work at once satisfying to romantic and historical 
instincts* 

Again, if it be true that the novelist cannot reproduce 
the far past in any strict sense, it is also true that neither 
can he so reproduce the life and events of yesUrday. That 
power of imaginative memory, which all exercise in daily 
experience, may be held in very different degrees, but its 
enjo)mient is not dependent on accuracy of representation— 
for, were tliis so, none of us would possess it. In an analo- 
gous manner the writer of Romance may be more or less 
adequately equipped on the side of History pure and dmple, 
but he need not wdt for that which will never come — ^the 
power of reproducing in toto a past age. If, in reading what 
purports to be no more than a Novel, the struggle between 
Christianity and Paganism (fDr example), or the unbounded 
egotism of Napoleon, be brought more vividly before our 
minds — and this may be done by suggestion as well as by 
exact relation, then, I would maintain, we are to some ex* 
tent educated kistmcaUy^ u^ng the word in a large though 
perfectly legitimate sense. 

I recently read a work which here presents itself as 
admirably illustrating my meaning. In her too little known 
** Adventures of a Goldsmith** Miss M. H. Bourchier has 
contrived to bring forcibly before us the period when Napo- 
leon, fast approaching the xenith of his power, was known 
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in France as the " First Consul." The " man of destiny ** 
himself— appearing on the scene for little more than a brief 
moment— <an in no sense be described as one of the book's 
characters, and yet the whole plot is so skilfully contrived 
as to hinge on his personality*. We are made to feel the 
dominating influence of that powerful will upon the fears 
and hopes of a time brimming over with revolutionary 
movement. Whether the Chouan revolt is in this particular 
story accurately depicted for us in all its phases, or whether 
the motives which impelled certain public characters are 
therdn interpreted aright — ^both in regard to these and other 
points there may be room for doubt, but at least the gemral 
farcis of the period are {daced before us in such a way as to 
drive home the conviction that, be the historical inaccuracies 
of detail what they may in the eyes of this or that specialist, 
the picture as a whole is one which, while it rivets otu: atten- 
tion as lovers of romance, does no injury to the strictest 
Historic sense* 

I know well that numerous novels might be cited whicb^ 
besides abounding in anachronisms^ are harmful in that 
they present us with a misleading conception of some per- 
sonality or period ; moreover, I acknowledge that this defect 
is by no means confined to romances of an inferior literary 
order. That Cromwell has been unreasonably vilified, and 
Mary Queen of Scots misconceived as a saintly martyr — 
how often are these charges brought against not a few of 
our leading exponents of Historical Fiction* Let this be 
fiilly granted, it remains to ask— To whom were our novelists 
originally indebted for these misconceptions? Were not 
the historians of an earUer generation responsible for these 
wrong judgments ? True, the real Science of History — ^the 
nfdng of evidence, and the discovery and imravelling of 



H 

ancient documents^may be described as an essentially 
tnodem attainment, so it would be unreasonable to blame 
our older historians for errors which it was largely, if not 
wholly, beyond their power to overcome. And it is just 
here that I would emfdiarise my deConce of the Romancist. 
If Historians themselves have differed (and still differ) ! may 
it not be pleaded on behalf of the Historical Novelist that 
he also must be judged according to the possibilities of his 
time ? For, while he may have too readily adopted false 
conceptions in the past, there is no necesdty why, in the 
future, he also — ^profiting by the growth of Critical Investi- 
gation—should not have due regard, in the working out of 
his Historical background, for all the latest '* results*'* 
And, I would further add, even though it be true that Scott 
and others have misled us in certain directions, this does 
not prevent our acknowledgment that, given their aspect of a 
particular period^ it was only fitting that the scheme of their 
novels should be in harmony with it. If ** Bloody Mary '* 
was a cruel hypocrite, then our reading of her period will 
be influenced by that real (or supposed) fact ; but, if further 
investigation reverses this severe judgment on the woman 
herself, then, in Heaven's name, let us mould our general 
conception afresh. The fountains of Romance show no 
sign of running dry, and, though we may look in vain at 
the moment for a genius of the very highest type, the Future 
has possibilities within it which the greatest literary pessi- 
mist among us- cannot wholly deny. I^ then, fault can be' 
found with the older Romancists fdr the spreading here and 
there of false historical notions, let us look to future workers 
in the same sphere for adjustment. I believe, however, 
that one notable critic has pronounced the mischief already 
done to be quite irreparablci seeing that the only ** History** 



kt all widely spread is that derived from those very romances 
in which errors are so interwoven with the sentimental 
interest of the {dot itself that readers inevitably ** hug their 
delusions I ** But I think that this danger need not be con- 
templated seriously. The Historical Novel exists primatify 
as FicHoHf and, even though in our waking moments we 
may be persuaded of the unreality of that <* dream ** which 
a Scott or a Dumas has produced for us, we shall still be 
able to place ourselves again and again under the spell of their 
delig^ul influence. Moreover, while admitting Dumas' 
cardessness of exact detail, it would hardly be contended by 
the most sceptical that his works (still less those cl Scott) are 
without any background of Historic suggestiveness. Scott, 
indeed, shows signs of having possessed something of that 
^' detachment " which is one important qualification in the 
Historian proper ; there is a fairness and prevision in his 
historical judgments which we look fDr in vain when reading 
the works of his contemporaries. 

And, having thus touched on what I believe to be the 
true relation between Romance and History, 1 may note, as 
a last wcnrd, the use of the Historical Tale to tiiose who 
have the training of young folk. That *' desire to know,'* 
which is an essential for all true learning, is sometimes best 
fostered by methods outside the ordinary School routine. 
Thus, as regards History, where the text-book fails in 
arousing interest, the tale may succeed, and, once the spirit 
of inquiry has been stimulated, half the battle is gained. 
In saying this I am far from wishing to imply that the 
reading of romances can ever take the place of genuine 
historical study. I know well that such a book as Green's 
'* Short History of the English People" may prove to some 
more fasdnating than any novel There are, however, cases 
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In which recourse may be had to a high-class work of fiction 
for the attainment of a truer historic sense ; while, taken 
only as supplemtni to more strictly Academic reading, such a 
work may prove to have its uses. Considerable discrimina- 
tion is required — as I have already hinted — ^in the choice of 
suitable books, and, as a help in this direction, I have made 
out (vide '* Suggested courses of Reading'* at the end of this 
volume) two special lists for Boys and Girls respectively, 
which will, I trust, be found useful. If, besides being of 
help to teachers, my recommendations should lead in any 
d^;ree to further appreciation of the great masters of 
Romance, the labour (by no means inconsiderable) expended 
on this little compilation will be amply rewarded. 

J.N. 

January^ 190a. 
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SUGGESTED COURSES OF READING. 

As likely to assist Parents and Teachers, I propose to give 
two lists (covering English History from the Norman Con- 
quest) for Boys and Girls respectively; but a passing 
allusion may, first of all, be made to tales dealing with more 
ancient periods. For the illustration of Greek and Roman 
History, those books of Professor A. J. Church which are 
entered in my Pre-Christian section may be safely recom- 
mended ; while the pictures of First Century life given in 
Wallace's " Ben Hur," Lytton's ** Last Days of Pompeu/' 
and Whyte Melville's ** The Gladiators " are, perhaps, as 
likely to interest an intelligent boy or girl in the " teen " 
stage as any similar productions that could be mentioned. 
Turning to the Early History of our own isle, I would 
specially mention Mr. Henty's *« Beric the Briton " ; the 
" Aescendune " series of tales (" Edwy the Fair," '* AUgai 
the Dane," and " The Rival Heirs ") by the late Rev. A. 
D. Crake ; Mr. C. W. Whistler's « Havelok the Dane," "A 
Thane of Wessex," &c. ; and the various books chosen to 
represent Alfred and his times. 

In preparing the following lists, I have had in view, for 
the most part, the awrags Juvenile taste ; doubtless many 
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o{ the more advanced works might be ofifered in special 
cases, but, in regard to that, the Parent or Teacher can 
atone judge. Some of the tales entered in (i.) reappear in 
(ii.), but a comparison will disclose important differences. 
A reference to the General List will, in most cases, reveal 
a more exact specification ; for the sake of convenience, the 
tales are here grouped according to Reigns only. 

Of the romances dealing with American and Foreign 
History to be foimd in the foregoing pages, many are suitable 
for young readers; but the sequence not being very close 
(for any lengthy period at least), separate lists would appear 
superfluous. Such writers (to mention only a few) as 
Fennimore Cooper, Mrs. J. G. Austin, G. C. Eggleston, 
Kirk Munroe, and Elbridge S. Brooks, may be particularly 
recommended for American History ; while Scott, Dimias, 
Charlotte M. Yonge, Miss Roberts (author of " Mademoi- 
selle Mori"), and G. A. Henty, have all illustrated — in 
more or less adequate fashion — the course of events in 
Foreign Countries. The novels of Dumas are not infre- 
quently considered somewhat *^ strong meat," but his ** She- 
Wolves of Machecoul " and *• Black Tulip " may be safely 
placed in any hands* 
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XI3 

In connection with this subject of Juvenile Literature^ 
I would draw attention to Messrs. Constable's ** Library 
of Historical Novels and Romances "—so admirably edited 
by Mr. G. Laurence Gomme. Readers (old as well as 
young) are still further indebted to Mr. Gomme for his well- 
arranged series of extracts taken from Romantic Literature 
in the four volumes entitled, *'The King's Stcny Book, 
«« The Queen's Story Book," " The Prince's Story Book, 
and ** The Princess's Stoty Book.** (Constable & Co.) 
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BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Although I have adopted the heading •« Bibliography," it 
should be understood that, in offering the subjoined list, I 
do not claim for it absolute comprehensiveness. There are, 
of course, almost innumerable Biographies, Literary Studies, 
Histories of Literature and Fiction, &a, in which indirect 
references to our subject may be traced. Moreover, in pre- 
paring this little volume, it has been found necessary to 
consult largely ** The Dictionary of National Biography,'* 
the Enyclopaedias (especially Chambers', 1901), and other 
Standard Works of the Dictionary type. I confine myself 
below to noteworthy writings which deal directly with the 
subject of Historical Romance. 

Article on Historical Romance in TAe Quarter If Review* Vol. XXXV., 
page 518. (March, 1827.) 

Article on Historical Romance (*'Sir Walter Scott and his Imitetors") 
in Fraset^s MagOMkie, VoL V., pages 6 (Fftrt I.) and 207 
(Part II.). (February and March, 1832.) 

Article on " The Pictmesque Style of Historical Romance" in Blackwood t 
Magawu, VoL XXXIIL, page 621. (April, 1833.) 

Article on ''Historical Romance in Italy," by G. W. Greene, in Tk§ 
North American Review, VoL XLVL, page 325. (April, 1838.) 

Article on Historical Romance in Blackwooets Magaxme. VoL LVIIL^ 
page 341. tSeptember, 1845.) 
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Article on Historical Romance, by G. H. Lewes, in Tiki Westmmster 
Review. VoL XLV., page 34. (March, 1846.) 

Article on " History in Fiction/' in The Dublin Review. VoL XLV., 
page 328. (December, 1858.) 

Lecture IH. ("Scott and his Influence") in David Masson's '* British 
Novelists and their Styles.** (Macmillan, 1859.) 

Article on *' Historical Novels,'* by H. James, jun., in 7^ Nation, VoL 
v., page 126. (August 15th, 1867.) 

Article on Historical Romance in 7!i# Argosy^ VoL XVII., page 364. 
(May, 1874.) 

Chapter X. (" The Waverley Novels *'), in R. H. Hutton's " Sir Walter 
Scott." (MacmiUan's Engiish Men of Letters Series, 1878.) 

The Essay on ''The Waveriey Novels,'* in VoL II. of Walter Bagdiot*s 
" Literary Studies.'* (Longmans, 1879.) 

*'A Descriptive Catalogue of Historical Novels and Tales. For the 
use of School Libraries and Teachers of History. Enlarged from 
the list in the 'Journal of Education,' March, 1882." Compiled 
and described by H. Onirthope Bowen, M^ (Edward Stanford, 
1882.) 

The section on "The Historical Novel," in Bayard Tnckennan's " History 
of English Prose Fiction.** (Putnams, 1882.) 

The Chapter on " Onuses of Reading in History,'* in James Baldwin's 
" The Book Lover." (Putnams, 1886.) 

The list of Historical Noveb given in W. F. Allen's ''The Reader's 
Guide to English History. JVith Supplement^ extending the plan 
to other countries and periods." (Ginn & (}o., 1888.) 

[A useful, but very unequal list.] 

The partially-selective list of Historical Noveb in "A Guide Book to 
Books," by E. B. Sargant and B. Whishaw. (H. Frowde, 1891.) 
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The tnay on ** Sir Walter Scott," in Vol I. of Ledie Stephen's '< Hours 
In a library." (Snutb, Elder^ & Ca» 1892. New edition, with 
additions.) 

[Mr. Leslie Stephen is one of the most formidable crities with whom 
the lover of Historiod Romance has to deaL That which it is possible 
to say acainst such fiction is said more forcibly by him, j^haps, than by 
anyone else.] 

The series of articles dealing with " History in Fiction," &c., by J. 6. 
Carlile, in Gnat TkoughtSt October, 189a, to March, 1894. 

Article "The Historical Novel," by Prof. A. J. Chnrch, in Atalanta for 
April, 1893. 

The Qsefiil and partially-selective lists of Historical Tales given in "The 
Intermediate Textbook of English History," by C S. Fearenside 
and A. Johnson Evans. (W. B. Clive^ University Tutorial Press, 
Ltd., 1893, &c). 

The short selective list of Historical Tales given in the appendix to John 
Fiske's "History of the United States for Schools." (James 
Oarke & Co., 1894.) 

Artide on "The Historical Novel as iUustrated by Sir Walter Soott," 
by Edwin Lester Arnold, in Atalania for March, 1894. 

The essay on "The Historical Novel" in W. P. Jame8*s ^Romantic 
Profesrions and other papers." (Elkin Mathews and John Lane, 

1894.) 

[A re-print, in somewhat revised form, of the suggestive article appearing 
in Macmilkm*s Magaxim^ November, 1887.] 

Chapter X. ("Sir Walter Scott") in Pro& Ralei^^'s "The English 
Novel" (John Murray, 1894.) 

Chapters X., XL, and XII. in Prof. Saintsbuiy's "Essays in English 
Literature, 1780-1860. Second series." (J. M. Dent & Ca, 1895.) 

[Originally appeared in Maamilan*s Mageaan^ August, September, 
and October, 1894. A contribution to the subject of quite exceptional 
brilliance and value.] 

^ A Descriptive List of Novels and Tales deaHng with the History of 
North America," by W. M. Griswold. (Cambridge, U.S. A., 1895.) 
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Tlie Section headed *«Hiftoriaa Tales" in «<Guide to the Study of 

American HittOfT.". by E. Channing and A. B. Hart (Ginn and 
Co., 1896.) 

ALetter on "Historical Novels, Past and Present," by ^'Masarin,** in Tks 
Bookma$^ October, 1896. 

Article on ''The Indian Mutiny in Fictioii,*' in BlackwodCs MtkgeoMU, 
February, 1897. 

Article on '* The Importance of Illustrating New England History by a 
series of Romances,** by Rufus Choate, in TU N€W Englattd 
Magaxim, November, 1897. 

Paper read before the College of Preceptors, on '* The Use of Historical 
Romances in the Teaching of History," by R. F* Charles, in Tlu 
Educational Timis, November, 1897% 

Article on " The American Historical Novel," by Paul Leicester Fold, In 
TJu Atlantic Monthly^ December, 1897, 

[In this article a definition of the "Historical Novel" at variance 
with my own, has been suggested. In spite of Mr. Ford's argument, I am 
still of opinion that the line of demarcation between the Historical Novel 
proper and the Novel of Character or Adventure can be more clearly 
drawn than he allows. I was careful, when dealing with this question in 
my Introduction, to avoid making the test one of actual historical accnracy, 
but there are, I have implied, certain readily-verifiable personages and 
events which form a basis amply sufficient for purposes of distinction. The 
pirates of " Treasure Island '* are taken (as Mr. Ford says) from actual 
figures of the Eighteenth Centurv, but under my definition Stevenson's 
novel is not thereby constituted "historical " in the strict sense.] 

Article on " The Neo-Romantic Novel," by G. R. Carpenter, in Thi 
Forum, March, 1898. 

Article on " Historical Novels Past and Present," by Harold Frederic^ 
in The Bookman (American), December, 1898. 

[An admirably- written, stimulating article.] 

List of Historical Novels, &c., illustrating the Period 1066 to 1815, in the 
volume "Work and Play in Girls* Schools," by Dorothea Beale; 
Lucy H. M. Sottlsby, and Jane Frances Dove (Longmans, 1898). 
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^Le Ronun Historiqoe k Tflpoqiie Koiiiantiqiie»** bf Lovit Ifaignai 
(Hidiette et Oe., Pteii, iS^. 

[Contains a fine tribute to Scott, and much interesting matter.] 

Chapters IIL and IV. of **Tht Derelopment of the English Nofd*** bf 
W. L. Ctoss (Macmillan, 1899.) 

[A retj (nil treatment In the Appendix are some osefol lists of the 
earlier Historical Novels.] 

Article on ** Three American Historical Romances,*' by W. E. Simonds, in 
Tki Atlamtk Monthly^ March, 190a 

Artide on ^ The Reading of Historical Novels and the Study of History," 
by Ada Shurmer, in Th$ Scots Magazine^ April, 1900. 

Chapter III. («The Historical Novel*'), in F. H. Stoddard's '<The 
Evolution of the English Novd " (Macmillan, 1900)* 

[A highly important contribution.] 

The two sections on Historical Fiction, relating to Greece and Rome re- 
q>ectively, in Arthur I* Goodrich's '* Topics of Greek and Roman 
History " (Macmilbm, 1900). 

[For those requiring a fuller list of Greek and Roman tales than that 
given in my pages, the above will be found useful] 

Article on " Historical Novels and their uses in teaching,** by C S* 
Fearenside, in TkiSch$ol Worlds November, 190a 

[An exceptionally good article. The writer states his case clearly and 
forcibly, and his argument is all the more convincing by reason of its 
moderation.] 

Article on *< The New Historical Romances," by W. D. Ilowells, in Tki 
North American Ranew, December, 1900. 

The Esny on <'The Historical Novel" in Prof. J. Brander Matthewif 
" The Historical Novd and other essays" (Scribner's, 1901). 

[Originally appeared in T%e Forum^ September. 1897. Represents 
that School of Cnlidsm which is most adverse to Historical Romance. 
Some of the Professor's remarks convey the impression that he disbelieves 
in any reconstruction of the Past ; such an attitude is, surdy, unfavourable 
to History itself^ which is always more than any mere statement of ** facts.'! 
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The list of Histcwical Novels in Mudie's Library CaUlogne (The New 
Enlarged Edition, Janiuury, 1903). 

[Non-selectivei bat useful more especially on account of its Topographical 
anrangement.] 

The list of Historical Tales given in J. S. Lindsey's *' Certificate Note- 
Book of European History, 1814-1^48.*' (Heffer & Sons, Cambridge, 
1902). 

** History of English Romanticism in the NineteenUi Centoiy,** by Henry 
A. Beers (Kegan Paul & Co.» 1902). 

[Contains some valuable direct criticism. See especially Chapter I.] 

The « Dedicatory Epistle" in Scott's " Ivanhoe.** 

The very brief but exceedingly suggestive opening section in Chapter I. of 
Charles Reade's '* The Qoister and the Hearth.^ 

The PrefiM:e to Schefiel's << Ekkehard.*' 



NOTE. 

Some of the American Public Libraries (notably Boston) have issued 
nsdul Lists of Historical Novels. 

Two works — announced for a considerable time — I should have been 
gkd to consult ; these are Mr. P. L. Ford's ** The American Historical 
Novel " (Macmillan), and Mr. E. A. Baker's "Guide to Fiction" (Son- 
nenschein). The last named volume will, I understand, contain a section 
devoted to Historical Romance, 



INDEX 
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INDEX. 

A 

Abbott, Dr. Edwin A. (<* Author of Philochristiu "), Philochristos ... 19 

Aduurd, AaM6ef Belle Rote 

The Golden Fleece 

Agnilar, Gracey Days of Bruce « 

' Vale of Cedars 

Aiaswortht W. Harrison, Windsor Castle 

The Tower of London 

The Lancashire Vetches 

— — ^— ^— ^— Guy Fawlces 

The Star Chamber ... 

Old St Paul's 

' St* Janes s .•• ... 

The Miser's Daughter 

Aleiander* Mrk, The Heritage of Langdale ••• 
Alexis» W. (G. Haring), The Burgomaster of Berlin 
' Ruhe ist der erste Btlrgerflicht 

— Isegjimm 

Allen, James Lane, The Choir Invisible... 

^^^— — A Kentucky Cardinal 

' Aftermath ... ... 

Armitage, Alfred, Red Rose and White... 
Armstrong, Jessie, My Friend Anne 
Anerbach, Beithold, Spinoca 
Austen, Jane, Pride uid Prejudice 
Austin, J. G., Standish of Standish 

Betty Alden 

A Nameless Nobleman 

— — — »- Dr. Le Baron and his Daughters 
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••• 
••• 
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B 

Bacheller, Irving, IVri and I ••• ••• 

• Eben Holden ... 

Bailey, H. C, My Lady of Orange 
Baker, J., The Gleaming Dawn ••• 
' The CardinaTs Page .... 
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Balfour, Andrew, By Stroke of Sword 47 

•— ^"^ xo Anns ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• 05 

— Ven|«ance is Mine •• ... 81 

Balzac, H. de, About Catherine de Medici • 44 

■ ihe Cnonans ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• 7" 

Banim, T., The Boyne Water • ••• 60 

Banim, J. and M., The Croppy .•• ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• 77 

Banks, Mrs. G. linmeus, Tne Manchester Man ... • 83 

Barr, Amelia E., Friend Olivia 54 

The Maid of Maiden Lane 76 

Barr, Robert, The Countess Tekla • 30 

■ The Strons Ann .•• ••• ••• ••• ••• ... 30 

Barrett, Frank, A Set of Rogues 62 

Barrett, W. and E. Banon, In Old New York 68 

Beaconsfield, Earl of. {See Disraeli) 

Belden, Jessie Van Zile, Antonia... 49 

Bell, Gertrude, True to the Prince 43 

Bellamy, Edward, The Duke of Stockbridge 73 

Bennett, John, Master Skylark ... • 47,100,100 

Benson, B. K., Who goes there? 87 

Friena with the Countersign ••• 87 

Benson, E. F., The Vintage 83 

' v^apsina ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• 03 

Besant, Walter, For Faith and Freedom. 59» 102 

— — — ^— Dorothy Forster ••• 64, 103, 1 1 1 

The World went very well then 65 

« The Orange Girl ••• ••• ••• ... ••• yi 

— ^— ^— St Katherine*s hy the Tower 75 

Besant, Walter, and James Rice, The Chaplun of the Fleet ••• 67, 112 

By Celia's Arbour 86 

Bevan, Tom, A lion of Wessex 26 

Bidder, M., In the Shadow of the Crown •• 32 

Black, WilUam, Judith Shakespeare 48 

Blackmore, R. D., Loma Doone 59, 102, no 

The Maid of Sker 72,112 

■ Springhaven ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• ... 79 

' Alice Lorraine 79,112 

■ Perlycross • 90 

Blake, M. M., Grantley Fenton 81, 104 

Blayney, Owen, The MacMahon 61 

Blissett, Nellie K., The Most Famous Loba ., 30 

Bodkin, M. McD., The Rebels 77 

Bourchier, M. H., The Adventures of a Goldsmith 78 

Braddon, M. R, In High Places 49 

■ London Pride ••• ••• ••• ..• ••• ••• 55 

■ Mohawks ••• ••• ... ... ... ... 63 



127 



Braddon* M. E., Ishmael 

Braine, Sheila E., The King^s ^'BlueBoys " 

The Turkish Automaton 

BfamstoDy M.^ Shaven Qnown ••• ••• ••• 

■ The Banner of St. George ••• 

For Faith and Fatherlami 

Brereton, Captain F. S., In the King's Senrice 
' A Gallant Grenadier 

Breton, F., God Save Fjigland 

' Xrue xieart #•• ••• ••• ••• 

Briton, E. Vincent, Amyot Broagh 

Brooks, Elbridge S., A Son of the Revolution ... 
— — — — ^— A Boy of theJFirst Empire 

Bront^, Charlotte, Shirley •• 

Brown, Charles Brocden, Arthur Mervyn 
Bryden, H. A., An Exiled Scot ... ••• 

Buchan, John, John Burnet of Bams 

— -^— — A Lost Lady of Old Years ••• 
Buchanan, Robert, The Shadow of the Sword ... 
Burchell, S. H.,*In the Davs of King James ..• 
— ^— ^-^— The Duke's Servants 
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•.• ••• 

••• ••• ••• 

••• ••• ••• 

••• ••• ••• 

••• ••• ••• 
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Daniel Herrick... 
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Burnett, Frances Hodgson, A Lady of Quality... 
— — ^— ^^^-^— ^— His Grace of Osmonde 
Bumey, Frances, Evelina ••• ... ••• .•• 
Burton, J. Bloundelle, In the Day of Adversity 
-^— — — — ^ The Scourge of God 
— — ^^— — The Clash of Arms 
-^— — — — ^ Across the Salt Seas ... 

■ ' Denounced ••• ••• 

Fortune's my Foe 

Bynner, E. L., The Begum's Daughter 

Agnesluniage 

C 

Cable, G. W., The Cavalier ••• ••• ... ••• ••• ... 87 

■ The Grandissimes ••• ... ••• ••• ••• 90 

Cahun, L^on, The Blue Banner 29 

Caine, Hall, The Shadow of a Crime 54 

Caine, O. V., Face to Face with Napoleon 81, 104, 112 

In the Year of Waterloo 81, 104, 112 

Callwell, J. M., A Champion of the Faith 35> I07 

Cantii, Cesare, Margherita Pusterla 32 

Capes, Bernard, Love like a Gipsy 73 

Adventures of the Comte de la Muette ... ••• 75 

Our Lady of Darkness ..» •• 75 



Carey, W., Momienr Martin „ 

Carieton, Williun, Redmond Count O'HmiJod 
Black Prophet _ 



Catherwood, Mn. M. H., The Romance of DoUatd ... 



Charles, Mn. {"AvaHtotalChraiiklttt/lktSeXinUrgCMlaFaiidfy"), 

Conquering and to Uooqaer 

Chronicles of the SchHnberg Cotta Family _. 

On Both Sidei of Ihe Sea 54,1 

Chetacy, Sir George, The Dilemma „. ... 

Chelwode. R. D., The Knight of the Golden Chain ... ... 39, 

John of htrathboonw ... ... 

Chnrch, A. J., The Fall of Atheiu ... ... 

A Young Macedonian 

— Lords ofthe World 

~ ■ Two Thousand Yeara Ago ... ... 

The Bnming of Rome ... 

- To the Lions 

-' ■ ■ — The Coont ofthe Saxon Shore 

The Chanliy Priest at Bamet 37, 

Wilh the King at Oxford ... .„ .., 49, I 

Cbarch, A. J., and R. Seeley, The Hammer 

Chuich, S. H., John ManDaduke 53, 1 

CbnTchill, Winston, Richard Carvel » 

TheCrisU 

Claie, Austin, The Carved Cartoon ... „ 57, i 

Clark, Alfred, Woe to Ihe Conquered 

Cobban, J. Madaren, The Angel of the Covenant 

^obbold, R., Fretton Tower 

;olehdge, M. £., The King with Two Facet 

The Fiery Dawn 

Mliru, Wilkie, Antonina. ... ... ... ... 

k>k>mb, ColMiel, For Kiiie and Kent ». 

:ompton, Herbeit, The ImmiUble Mn. S 
:, Hcndrik, The Lion of FlMiden 
— Ludovic and Gertrude 



xag 

Cooper, J. Fenimore, The Last of the Mohicans 70 

-^— — — LixMiel Liocoki ••• «•• ••• ••• ••• ••• 73 

""^"~*^"^~~ 1 lie Jjpjr ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• 73 

"■^~~""~^""~ Ji fie xiiOfc ••• ••• «•• ••• ••• •«• ••• /3 

Corbett, Julian, The Fall of Asgard 27 

Fof God and Gold ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• 47 

A Business in Great Waters ••• ... 7^ 

Comford, L. Cope, The Master Bejigars 43 

— ^^^— ^— -^— Sons of Adrersity ... ••• ••• •.• ..• 47 

• Captain Jacobus ••• ••• 54, lOi 

Cornish, F. Warre, Snnningwell 91 

Conch, A. T. Quiller- (**Q^'), The Splendid Spar 49, loi 

The Bine Pavilions 60^ 102 

Cowper, Frank, Caedwalla 25 

The Captain of the Wight 37, lOO 

Craddock, C. £., The Story of Old Fort Loudon 70 

Crake, A. D., The Camp on the Severn ... 21 

— — ^ Edwy the Fair ... • ... • 27 

— — ^^— Alfgar the Dane ••• ... •.• ... 27 

■ The Rival Heirs •*. ••• •«. ••• ••• ... 28 

Crane, Stephen, The Red Badge of Courage ... ••• 86 

Crawford, F. Marion, Zoroaster — 17 

— — — ^-^— Via Crucis ... ... ••• ••• ••• 29 

— ^— — — — — ^-^— Marietta ••• ••• «•• ••• ... ••• 3^ 

In the Palac« of the King — 44 

Creswick, Paul, In iElfred's Davs 26 

Under the Black Raven 26 

Crockett, S. R., Black Douglas 36 

^^^^'^■■'■^^■~ KCQ Axe ... •.« ... ••• ... •.« ••• 52 

————— The Men of the Moss Hags ..• ••• ••• ••• 56 

The Standard Bearer ••• ••• 59 

Lochinvar ••• ••• ••• •*. ••• ••• 00 

The Raiders ... ... ••• ... ••• ... 64 

The Dark o' the Moon 64 

■ The Firebrand ••• .«• ... ••• •«• ... 84 

Croly, George, Tarry thou till I come (Salathiel) 19 

Cunningham, Lady F., The Little Saint of God 75 

Ciitts, K. L., The Villa of Claudius 21 



Dahn, Felix, Felidtas —• ••• —m 23 

— ^--^— A Strua^le for Rome •«• ••• 24 

Dasent, G. W., The Vikings of the Baltic - 27 

Dandet, Ernest, Rafael ..• ... •«• ••• ... ... .*• 79 

Davidson, Mary M., £dward the Exile ... •• •.. 28 

Davis, W.S., A Friend of Caesar ••• 18 
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Davis, W. S., God Wais It 

D'Azeglio^ M., The Challenge of Barletta 

The Maid of Florence (Nicol6 de' Upi) 

Defoe, Daniel, Memoirs of a Cavalier ... ••• 

History of the Plague ... • 

Captain Sin^eton 

Dickens, Charles, ^amaby Rudge 

A Tale of Two Cities... 

Dickson, H., The Black Wolfs Breed 

Disraeli, B., Sybil • 

Dix, B. M., Soldier Rigdale 

Hugh Gwyeth 

The Making of Christopher Ferringham 

Dorr, Julia C. R., In King's Houses 

Doyle, A. Conan, The White Company 

The Refugees... 

Micah Clarke »«. ••• ... ••• 
Rodney Stone... • 

Uncle Bemac... ... ... ••• 

The Exploits of Brigadier Gerard ... 

The Great Shadow 

Drummond, Hamilton, For the Rel^on 

A Man of His Age 

A King*s Pawn 

Dumas, Alexandre, The Two Dianas 

— ^^— ^-^^— ^— — Ascanio ... ... ... .•• 

The Page of the Duke of Savoy ... 

Marguerite de Valois 

La Dame de Monsoreau 

The Forty Five 

The Three Musketeers 

Twenty Yesurs After 

The War of Women 

The Black Tulip 

————— ITie Vicomte de Bragelonne 

Le Chevalier d'Harmenthal 

The Regent's Daughter 

Olympe de Q^es ... 

Memoirs of a Physician 

The Queen's Necklace 

■ Ange Pitou ... ... 

La Comtesse de Chamy 

Chevalier de Maison Rouge ... 

The Whites and the Blues 

The Companions of Jehu 

The She Wolves of Macfaecoul ..• 
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Ebers, Georg, Uarda 

-^— — — ^— An Egyptian Princess ••• 

— — ^ The Sisters 

■ Oeopatnu** ••• ••• 

— — ^ Per Aspera 

— — ^— — ^-^ Homo Sum ... ••• 

■ Serapis ••• ••• ••• 

The Bride of the Nile ... 

— ^— ^— In the Blue Pike 

— ^— ^^ Barbara Blomberg ••• 

Eckstein, Ernst, Prusias 

•^-^— ^— — Nero ••• .. ••• 

Quintus Qaudius 

Eden, C. H., Afloat with Nelson 

Edgar, J. G., Runnymede and Lincoln Fair •.. 

How I Won my Spurs 

Cre^y and Poictiers 

Ed^^eworth, Maria, Castle Rackrent 

Edwards, M. Betham, A Storm-Rent Sky 

A Romance of Diion ... 

The Dream-Charfotte ... 

E^Ieston, G. C, The Big Brother 

Ehot, George, Romola ... 

■ Middlemarch ... ... ... 

— — — ^■^— — ^— Felix Holt ..• ... ... •— 

— — — ^^-^ Adam Bede ..• ••. ... 

Ellis, E. S., Uncrowning a King 

Elrington, H., In the Days of Prince Hal ... 
Erckmann-Chatrian, The Story of a Peasant : — 

The States-General 
The Country in Danger 
Year One of the Republic 
Citizen Bonaparte 

Madame Th^r^ ... 

The Blockade 

The Conscript 

Waterloo 

Histoire du Pl^isdte 



••• 



Falkner, J. Meade, Moonfleet ... 
Farrar, Dean, Darkness and Dawn 
— ^— ^— Gathering Qouds. 
Fenn, dive R.» For the Okl Flag 
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Fenn, G. Manrillet The King's Sons ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• 26 

■- The Blade Tor 48, 101 

■ Ned L^er ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• 66, 103 

Ytnietf Susan EL, Destiny ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• 9^ 

Field, Mrs. E. M., Ethne 54, 109 

Fielding, Henry, Tom Jones ••• 89 

Findlater,!. H., A Daughter of Strife 64 

Flaubert, Gustave, Salammbd 17 

Fletcher, J. S., When Charles I. was King 49, loi 

■ ' Mistress Sipitnre ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• 49 

Ford, P. L., Janice Meredith ••• •• 73 

Forrest, Thorpe, B^ders of the Waste 34 

Foster, A. J., and E. C Cuthell, The Robber Baron of Bedford 
^asiie ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• ■«• ••• 3 t foo 

Francillon, R. £., Ropes of Sand ••• ••• ••• ••• ... 7^ 

Francis, Marian, Where Honour Leads 66 

Francis, M. E., Yeoman Fleetwood 83 

Franzos, Karl EmU, For the Right 84 

Frederic, Harold, The Deserter, and other Stories :— 

How Dickon came by his Name ••• 36, 99 

Where Avon into Severn Flows • 36, 09 

X he i./eserter ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• 07 

A Day in the Wilderness • 97 

■ The Copperhead, and other Tales ••• 87 

Freytag, Gustav, Our Foreftuhers (Die Ahnen) 32, a$ 

Debit and Credit • 85 

Frith, Henry, Under Bayard's Banner • 4c 

Froude^ J. A., Two Chiefs of Dunboy ••• 77 

Fuller, Hulbert, Vivian of Viiginia 58 

G 

Gald6s, B. Perei, Tra&lffar ••• ••• 79 

— Eptsocuot Nadonales 79 

Gallet, Louis, Captain Satan • • ••• ••• ... c8 

Gait, John, Ringan Gilhaize ••• 60 

Annals of the Parish •• ••• 89 



Gardner, Edmund G., Desiderio..* ••• ••• •*. ••• ... 3^ 

Gamier, Russell M., The White Queen.»« 41 

- His Counterpart ... ••• ••• •.. ••• 5^ 

Gaskell, Mrs., Cranford • • •• 90 

■ Mary Barton ••• ..• ••• ••• ••• ••• 9^^ 

Gaulot, Paul, The Red Shirts - 75 

Gautier, Th^Dphile, Captain Fracaste ••• ••• ••• 51 

Gay, Madame Sophie, Mstfie de Mancini .«• ••• ... ••• $» 

Gibbon, Charles, The Braes of Yarrow ... •- ••• ••• ••• 

^-.■iWM^iH-^i— ^— > Fof the King •.• ••• ••• ••• •.• ••• 
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Extracts from Notices of ** A Guide to the Best 
Historical Novels and Tales'' 



At the date of going to Press (Second Edition), only a portion of the 
Newspaper and Magazine Reviews have come to hand ; but the subjoined 
extracts will show how immediate was the high appreciation accorded the 
'* Guide" on its appearance. 

** Nothing short of enthmiMm . . . can haro fnstafaiod Mr. Jonathan Nidd in 
conpiliog bis Guidt, ... He himMlf very naturally oomes forward anumg the 
apologists. A man does not read several thousand volumes . . . without feeling 
that his own life demands its a^lifgia. We think that Mr. Nield provides an adequate 
one. . . . We can prmnisethat anyone who takes Mr. Nield's short, simple, and 
undeniable pn^xnition, ' The Historical Novel exisu primanhr as Fiction.' and uses 
that as an operating knife upon the mass of criticism to which Mr. Nield s Bibliography 
lefers him, will be surprised at once by the amount of idle denunciation on thi» subject 
and the ease with which it oomes away. But a subtler and more charming fallacy than 
mere i£n0rati0 eUmcki underlies the argument whidi maintains that the historical novel 
cannot be good fiction. Mr. Nield states this argnoMnt so fairiy, that we may use his 
words. . . . * To all sudi criticisms,* says Mr. Nield, * it seems to roe uiertt are 
ample r^oinders.' And we are constrained to agree with htm.**— 7'>l# Timgs. 

** What is an historical novel ? The question has r ece i ved many different answers ; 
and a fresh one b now attempted by Mr. Jonathan Nield, who has compiled * A Guide 
to the Best Historical Novels and Tales.' just published by Mr. Elkin Mathews and 
Me«rs. Putnam, of New York. ... As for saying that a man cannot project him- 
self into a pait age so as completely to represent its idiosyncracy in every particular, and 
that he should therefore abstain from the attempt,^ Mr. Nield very truly says that neither 
can a man idenlifjr himself with the moral and soaal atmosphere of twenty years ago so 
entirely as this criticism requires. It b enoudb that he can do It sufficiently to make his 
diameters Uving realities."— .f/«M<<an/ (Leading ArddeX 

** It may be reasonably asked whether most of lu do not gain a dearer notion of the 
policies of the two great Cardinals who bnilt up the Frendi monarchy in the seventeenth 
century, or of the mysterious and alluring chancter of HtttriQuatrt^ from Dumas than 
froai Michelet. At any rate, Mr. Nield thinks so, and most readers will be prepared to 
•dndt that hu able prdace makes out a very strong case for such an educational use of 
historical novels as ms full and carefully danified lisu make oossible.'* 

— TAtf Mtmchuttr Cnmrdian (Leading Article). 

" I have abstained from some excellent arguments advanced by Mr. J<Miathan Nield 
in 'A Guide to the Best Historical Novels and Tales,* published a few days since by Mr. 
Klkin Mathews ; and purposely, that 1 might have the pleasure of referring the reader 
to a terse and careful piece of work, at the end of which he will find a Bibliography set- 
ting him ... in the wav to discover whatever of importance has been said lot or 
agiSnst historical fiction. The little bode contains, be^es, a well»reasoned Introduc- 
doo.**— Mr. A. T. QuiLLBK-CoucH« in Tlu Daily Ntws. 

** If the modest tone in which Mr. Nield puts forth his work tends to pr^ndioe us 
in hb favour, the industry and, still more, the judgment evinced in his task of sdection 
become so many positive merits. His ' Guide ' cannot, indeed, be too highly r«com« 
m«Dded as a chronological classification of the best historical romances, aooofdtng lo th« 
centuries and periods which they severally illustrate.**— rA# BookulUr, 



** This book supplies a distinct wmnt in HtenUure. . . . We wsrt someone to 
sample for us, so thiu we may not waste time in going through very indifferent works. 
This is one of the services rendered by Bir. NieM. Another merit in bis 'Guide' is that 
students can find at a glance a novel ornovels of any particular period**'^ 

** A useful and timely comptlation.'*— 77U ^»/A#n 

"The'Guide* . • . shows a wide range of knowledge, and is likdy to be a 
very useful list. . . . An introduction deals sensibly with the question what an hastocical 
novel is.'**rA(r AHUtutum, 

** So admirable is the arrangement of the volume, and so interesting its eonfentt. 
. . . This boo^ should be in every library, whilst real lovers of hisu>rical romance, on 
once becoming acquamted with it, will wish to ponesi a copy of the * Guide * for constant 
use. To the elders this book will recall past pleasures in the company of familiar friends 
in romance. To the younff it will call up visions of delightful reading in the future. 
And if we look to the best nistorical fiction for the imaginative interpretation of life in 
the past, iu great personages, events and movemenu, lul leading up to our own time, 
Mr. Nield's'Guide ' may prove a key to unlock for us the moving drama of the worid't 
history."* 7*Atf Ittquirtr, 

** This book is indispensable for all teadters who believe in the educational value of 
historical fiction. It contains an^ interesting introduction, a clasdfied Ust of the best 
historical novels and tales, suggestive courses of rrading for boys and girb, and an exten- 
sive biblii^raphy of the subject.^ Though^ Mr. Nield does not appear to be himself a 
teacher or primarily interested in education, he displays considerable insight into the 
needs of the teacher, and shows arniiainfanor with various educational books and papers 
whidi would naturally be outside the ken of the mere literary man. . • • Wehearaly 
commend the book to our readers ; it combines the excellences of a UDeful work m 
reference, and a dainty gift-book in quite an extraordinary degree."* rA# ScMool Wmrli^ 

" Onlv a special devotion to the historical novel . . • could have qualified him 
to lay su<» an omnivorous feast before the readers of the books he Inventories. For ha 
has not merely given a catalogue of historical novels . . . but gives a list of what 
he thinks the pruidpal historical novels. In this he wisely casts a very wide net, seeing 
that he has to suit all ages and secu of readers. ... A good work of reference* 
which quite probably includes everything that an intelligent boy is likely to enjoy." 

*' His list is the best and most carefuUy'oompOed we have seen.*'*rA# PiUt, 

** The book is both handy to consult and aocwately compiled. It shoukl have a 
place in every rdference library.''-^<^/mM«. 

*'An excellent work. • • • The*Guide*hasbeen well done— not only with cart« 
bat with intelligence and appcedatkia.''— <;/sAr, 

*' A highly suggestive and interestmg book. . • . The list is exhaustive and 
intelligenu . Tv An invaluable guide?— Z>««:£r Mail. 

** A very full and carefiil ' Guide.' "St. Jamuitt GaaitU. 

** An eminently useful volume.**— ^£^fv«r HtrmUL 

" A very complete and well-arnuiged VaxT'^NewcMtk CkrotAcU. 

** A careful piece of woric. . . . Mr. NieM's' Suggested Courses of Reading* 
. • • have often been asked for, but never, so far as we are aware, so well pre par ed.** 

^Yorktkirt PtU 

** We have tested this coropibuion in several directions, and found it careful, paioa* 
taking and accuFate."*rAtf WitVt Swroty, 
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